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1
MOBILE DEVICE TO OPERATE IN TABLET
MODE AND PHONE MODE

BACKGROUND

1. Field

Embodiments may relate to a mobile device that operates
in a phone mode and in a tablet mode.

2. Background

Mobile devices used for wireless communication include a
fixed size display. Tablets (or tablet computers) also include a
display. However, tablets may have a different height-width
ratio as compared to a mobile device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Arrangements and embodiments may be described in
detail with reference to the following drawings in which like
reference numerals refer to like elements and wherein:

FIG. 1 shows a mobile device in a semi-opened state
according to an example embodiment;

FIG. 2. shows a mobile device in an arrangement according
to an example embodiment;

FIG. 3 shows a mobile device in an arrangement according
to an example embodiment; and

FIG. 4 shows a cross section of the mobile device accord-
ing to an example embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows a mobile device in a semi-opened state
according to an example embodiment. Other embodiments
and configurations may also be provided. This figure shows a
semi-opened state since it is easy to identify and describe
parts/components/elements in this type of drawings.

More specifically, FIG. 1 shows a mobile device 1 having a
first panel 10, a second panel 20 and a third panel 30. The first
panel 10 may be coupled to the second panel 20 by a first
hinge device 15. The second panel 20 may be coupled to the
third panel 30 by a second hinge device 25.

The first panel 10 may include a first surface 12 (or top
surface), a second surface 14 (or bottom surface) and a side
surface 13 between the first surface 12 and the second surface
14. The first panel 10 may include a display 16 on the first
surface 12.

The first panel 10 also includes electronic components of a
mobile device (or mobile terminal) such as a wireless com-
munication device 18 to allow wireless communication. The
first panel 10 may also include a controller to control opera-
tions of the mobile device 1. The mobile device 1 may include
a transmitting device to transmit a wireless signal and/or the
mobile device 1 may include a receiving device to receive a
wireless signal.

The second panel 20 may include a first surface 22, a
second surface 24, a first side surface 23 between the first
surface 22 and the second surface 24, and a second side
surface 27 between the first surface 22 and the second surface
24. The second panel 20 may also include a display 26 on the
first surface 22 of the second panel 20.

The third panel 30 may include a first surface 32, a second
surface 34 and a side surface 33 between the first surface 32
and the second surface 34. The third panel 30 may also
include a display 36 on the first surface 32.

The first hinge device 15 may be coupled to the first panel
10 and the second panel 20. The first hinge device 15 may be
coupled at or near the second surface 14 of the first panel 10
and at or near the second surface 24 of the second panel 20.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

The first hinge device 15 may be coupled at or near the side
surface 13 of'the first panel 10 and at or near the side surface
23 of the second panel 20. FIG. 1 also shows a mesh 40
provided on the first hinge device 15. The mesh 40 may be
made of polymer, rubber and/or metal, for example.

The second hinge device 25 may be coupled to the second
panel 20 and the third panel 30. The second hinge device 25
may be coupled at or near the first surface 22, such as just
below the display 26, and the second hinge device 25 may
also be coupled to an area at (or near) the first surface 32 of the
third panel 30, such as just below the display 36. The second
hinge device 25 may also be at or near the second side surface
27 of the second panel 20 and at or near the side surface 33 of
the third panel 30. FIG. 1 also shows a mesh 50 provided on
the second hinge device 25. The mesh 50 may be made of
polymer, rubber and/or metal, for example.

The second hinge device 25 may need to stretch when the
mobile terminal is provided in (or moved into) an opened
condition since the second hinge device 25 is immediately
adjacent the displays 26 and 36 when in an opened state.

A data connector and/or a power connector may be pro-
vided between connections on the side surface 13 of the first
panel 10 and the side surface 23 of the second panel 20 so as
to allow data communication and/or power between the first
panel 10 and the second panel 20. A data connector and/or a
power connector may also be provided between connections
on the side surface 27 of the second panel 20 and the side
surface 33 of the third panel 30 so as to allow data commu-
nication and/or power between the second panel 20 and the
third panel 30. As one example, a power source or a power
supply may be provided on the second panel 20.

The data connectors and the power connectors between the
respective panels may remain connected, based on a wire or
other type of connector, even when the mobile device changes
between a first arrangement (or tablet arrangement) and a
second arrangement (or phone arrangement).

The second hinge device 25 may include a stretch mecha-
nism 70 provided between the second panel 20 and the third
panel 30. The stretch mechanism 70 may be a line or connec-
tion that includes a polymer, a metal and/or rubber. This may
be used in conjunction with a spring and piston mechanism to
allow the polymer line to stretch past the displays 26 and 36
when provided in the second arrangement.

The mobile device 1 may also include magnets at or near
side surfaces of the panels 10, 20, 30. The magnets may aid
the mobile device 1 when changing between a first (tablet)
mode and a second (phone) mode. The magnets may keep the
mobile device 1 closed in a second (phone) mode, as will be
described below with respect to FIG. 2. The magnets may
help push the panels 10, 20, 30 apart and into a first (tablet)
mode, as will be described below with respect to FIG. 3. Still
further, the magnets may help maintain the panels 10, 20, 30
together while in the first (tablet) mode, as shown in FIG. 3.

The magnets may be insulated from other electrical com-
ponents of the mobile device 1.

The first hinge device 15 and the second hinge device 25
allow the panels 10, 20, 30 to change (or switch) between a
first arrangement (i.e., a tablet arrangement) and a second
arrangement (i.e., a phone arrangement). This may allow a
user to use the mobile device 1 as a phone in the second
(phone) arrangement and to switch (or change) the mobile
device into a first arrangement (i.e., a tablet arrangement),
such as one having a 16:9 display ratio.

FIG. 1 shows a first magnet 19 at or near the side surface 13
of'the first panel 10, a second magnet 28 at or near the first side
surface 23 of the second panel 20, a third magnet 29 at or near
the second side surface 27 of the second panel 20 and a fourth
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magnet 39 at or near the first side surface 33 of the third panel
30. While FIG. 1 only shows one magnet at or near each side
surface of the panels, other numbers of magnets may be
provided at or near each of the side surfaces.

Each magnet may include a positive end and a negative
end, such as a north pole and a south pole. The magnets may
be arranged at or near the respective side surfaces such that a
positive end portion of a first magnet will be magnetically
coupled to a negative end portion of a second magnet.

FIG. 2 shows a mobile device in a second arrangement
according to an example embodiment. Other embodiments
and configurations may also be provided.

More specifically, FIG. 2 shows the panels 10, 20 and 30
arranged in a stacked manner (or a second arrangement). The
mobile device 1 thereby operates in a phone mode. In the
phone mode, only the display 16 on the first panel 10 may
operate since the displays 26 and 36 are covered by the other
panels.

FIG. 2 shows that in the second (phone mode) arrange-
ment, the side surface 13 of the front panel 10 is substantially
vertically aligned with the side surface 23 of the second panel
20 and with a side surface 33 of the third panel 30. Addition-
ally, in the second (phone mode) arrangement, a side surface
11 of the front panel 10 is substantially vertically aligned with
the side surface 27 of the second panel 20 and the side surface
33 of the third panel 30.

FIG. 2 also shows the first hinge device 15 and the second
hinge device 25. The second hinge device 25 may include the
stretch mechanism 70 to allow the hinge device 25 to stretch
when opened up.

FIG. 2 also shows the first magnet 19 at or near the side
surface 13 being substantially vertically aligned with the
second magnet 28 at or near the side surface 23. As one
example, the positive end portion of the first magnet 19 may
be magnetically coupled to the negative end portion of the
second magnet 28, and the negative end portion of the first
magnet 19 may be magnetically coupled to the positive end
portion of the second magnet 28. Based on this arrangement,
the first and second magnets 19, 28 may be magnetically
attracted to each other. In the second (phone mode) arrange-
ment, the positive end portion of the first magnet 19 may be
magnetically attracted to the negative end portion of the sec-
ond magnet 28, and the negative end portion of the first
magnet 19 may be magnetically attracted to the positive end
portion of the second magnet 28.

FIG. 2 also shows the third magnet 29 at or near the side
surface 27 being substantially vertically aligned with the
fourth magnet 39 at or near the side surface 33. As one
example, the positive end portion of the third magnet 29 may
be magnetically coupled to the negative end portion of the
fourth magnet 39, and the negative end portion of the third
magnet 29 may be magnetically coupled to the positive end
portion of the fourth magnet 39. Based on this arrangement,
the third and fourth magnets 29, 39 may be magnetically
attracted to each other. In the second (phone mode) arrange-
ment, the positive end portion of the third magnet 29 may be
magnetically attracted (or coupled) to the negative end por-
tion of the fourth magnet 39, and the negative end portion of
the third magnet 29 may be magnetically attracted (or
coupled) to the positive end portion of the fourth magnet 39.

The end portions of the magnets on different panels may be
coupled (or attracted) to each other. This may help hold the
panels together in the second (phone mode) arrangement.

FIG. 3 shows a mobile device ina first arrangement accord-
ing to an example embodiment. Other embodiments and con-
figurations may also be provided.
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More specifically, FIG. 3 shows the panels 10, 20 and 30
arranged in an opened manner (or a first (tablet mode)
arrangement). The mobile device 1 thereby operates in a
tablet mode. In the first (tablet mode) arrangement, the dis-
play 16 on the first panel 10, the display 26 on the second
panel 20 and the display 36 on the third panel 30 all operate to
thereby provide a tablet type of display. For example, the
second (phone mode) arrangement may have a 3:5 ratio (y
axis: X axis), whereas in a first (tablet mode) arrangement, the
overall width may increase three times such that a 9:5 ratio is
provided. In the first arrangement, the mobile device may
display content on the displays 16, 26, 36.

FIG. 3 shows that in the first (tablet mode) arrangement, the
side surface 13 of the first panel 10 is adjacent to the side
surface 23 of the second panel 20. Additionally, in the first
(tablet mode) arrangement, the side surface 27 of the second
panel 20 is adjacent to the side surface 33 of the third panel 30.

FIG. 3 also shows that in the first (tablet mode) arrange-
ment, the first magnet 19 at or near the side surface 13 is
substantially horizontally aligned with the second magnet 28
ator near the side surface 23. As one example, the positive end
portion of the first magnet 19 may be magnetically coupled to
the negative end portion of the second magnet 28. Thus, the
first magnet 19 and the second magnet 28 may be magneti-
cally attracted to each other.

FIG. 3 also shows the third magnet 29 at or near the side
surface 27 is substantially horizontally aligned with the
fourth magnet 39 at or near the side surface 33. As one
example, the positive end portion of the third magnet 29 may
be magnetically coupled to the negative end portion of the
fourth magnet 39. Thus, the third magnet 29 and the fourth
magnet 39 may be magnetically attracted to each other.

The edge portions of the magnets on different panels may
be coupled (or attracted) to each other. This may help hold the
panel together in the first (tablet mode) arrangement.

While in the first (tablet mode) arrangement, a user may
hold the mobile device by gripping or holding at least the first
panel 10 and possibly the second panel 20. This may apply an
upward force from the user’s hand. Accordingly, because the
first hinge device 15 is on the second surface 14 of the first
panel 10 and the second surface 24 of the second panel 10, and
the force is exerted upward on the second surfaces 14, 24, the
first hinge device 15 may be under tension and the side sur-
faces 13, 33 may experience compression, which may help
maintain the substantially horizontal arrangement of the dis-
plays 16, 26 forming part of the tablet display.

Additionally, gravity may apply a downward force at least
to the first surface 32 of the third panel 30. Accordingly,
because the second hinge device 25 is located immediately
under or near the display 36 of the third panel 30, and the
gravity force is exerted downward on the first surface 32, the
second hinge device 25 may be under tension and the side
surfaces 27, 33 may experience compression, which may help
maintain the substantially horizontal arrangement of the dis-
plays 26, 36 forming part of the tablet display.

FIG. 4 shows a cross section of the mobile device accord-
ing to an example embodiment. Other embodiments and con-
figurations may also be provided. More specifically, FIG. 4
shows a cross section of the mobile device 1 taken along line
A-A of FIG. 3.

FIG. 4 shows one example of different magnets and con-
nections between the panels. For example, FIG. 4 shows that
the first panel 10 includes first magnets 19A, 19B, a first data
connection 62 and a first power connection 64 on the side
surface 13. FIG. 4 also shows that the second panel 20
includes second magnets 28A, 28B, the first data connection
62 and the first power connection 64 at or near the side surface
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23. The second panel 20 also includes third magnets 29A,
29B, a second data connection 82 and a second power con-
nection 84 at or near the side surface 27. FIG. 4 also shows
that the third panel 30 includes fourth magnets 39A, 39B, the
second data connection 82 and the second power connection
84 at or near the side surface 33.

In the first (tablet mode) arrangement, the first data con-
nection 62 may be connected between the first and second
panels 10, 20 such that data may be exchanged between the
first panel 10 and the second panel 20. The first power con-
nection 64 may be connected between the first and second
panels 10, 20 such that power may be exchanged between the
first panel 10 and the second panel 20. The first magnets 19A,
19B may be separately aligned with the second magnets 28 A,
28B. As one example, the positive end portion of the first
magnet 19A may be magnetically coupled to the negative end
portion of the second magnet 28B, and the positive end por-
tion of the first magnet 19B may be magnetically coupled to
the negative end portion of the second magnet 28B.

In the first (tablet mode) arrangement, the second data
connection 82 may be connected between the second and
third panels 20, 30 such that data may be exchanged between
the second panel 20 and the third panel 30. The second power
connection 84 may be connected between the second and
third panels 20, 30 such that power may be exchanged
between the second panel 20 and the third panel 30. The third
magnets 29A, 29B may be separately aligned with the fourth
magnets 39A, 39B. As one example, the positive end portion
of the third magnet 29 A may be magnetically coupled to the
negative end portion of the fourth magnet 39A, and the nega-
tive end portion of the third magnet 29B may be magnetically
coupled to the positive end portion of the fourth magnet 39B.

The data connections provide channels for power and data
connection between the various panels. The magnets may
help in rotation and joining of the panels.

Any reference in this specification to “one embodiment,”
“an embodiment,” “example embodiment,” etc., means that a
particular feature, structure, or characteristic described in
connection with the embodiment is included in at least one
embodiment of the invention. The appearances of such
phrases in various places in the specification are not neces-
sarily all referring to the same embodiment. Further, when a
particular feature, structure, or characteristic is described in
connection with any embodiment, it is submitted that it is
within the purview of one skilled in the art to effect such
feature, structure, or characteristic in connection with other
ones of the embodiments.

Although embodiments have been described with refer-
ence to a number of illustrative embodiments thereof, it
should be understood that numerous other modifications and
embodiments can be devised by those skilled in the art that
will fall within the spirit and scope of the principles of this
disclosure. More particularly, various variations and modifi-
cations are possible in the component parts and/or arrange-
ments of the subject combination arrangement within the
scope of the disclosure, the drawings and the appended
claims. In addition to variations and modifications in the
component parts and/or arrangements, alternative uses will
also be apparent to those skilled in the art.

What is claimed is:

1. A mobile device comprising:

a communication device to provide wireless communica-

tion;

a first panel having a first surface, a second surface and a
side surface between the first surface and the second
surface of the first panel, the first panel having a display
on the first surface of the first panel;
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a second panel having a first surface, a second surface and
a first side surface between the first surface and the
second surface of the second panel, the second panel
having a display on the first surface of the second panel;

a first hinge device to couple the first panel to the second
panel, wherein the first hinge device is to allow the
mobile device to be placed in a first arrangement of the
first and second panels or in a second arrangement of the
first and second panels;

a first magnet at or near the side surface of the first panel,
the first magnet including a first end portion having a
first polarity and a second end portion having a second
polarity; and

a second magnet at or near the first side surface of the
second panel, the second magnet including a first end
portion having the second polarity and a second end
portion having the first polarity;

a third panel having a first surface, a second surface and a
side surface between the first surface and the second
surface of the third panel, the third panel having a dis-
play on the first surface of the third panel; and

a second hinge device to couple the second panel to the
third panel, wherein the second panel includes a second
side surface between the first surface and the second
surface of the second panel, and a third magnet is at or
near the second side surface of the second panel,

wherein the first hinge device is on the second surface of
the first panel and is on the second surface of the second
panel, wherein the second hinge device is below the
display at the second panel such that the second hinge
device at the second panel is between the display at the
second panel and the third magnet,

in the first arrangement of the first and second panels, the
first end portion having the first polarity of the first
magnet is magnetically coupled to the first end portion
having the second polarity of the second magnet, and the
second end portion having the second polarity of the first
magnet is magnetically coupled to the second end por-
tion having the first polarity of the second magnet.

2. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein in the first
arrangement, the mobile device to display content on the
display of the first panel and the display of the second panel.

3. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein in the first
arrangement, the mobile device is to provide an extended
display.

4. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the mobile device
is to operate as a phone when in the second arrangement.

5. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein in the first
arrangement, the first side surface of the first panel is adjacent
the first side surface of the second panel, and the first end
portion of the first magnet is magnetically coupled to the first
end portion of the second magnet.

6. The mobile device of claim 5, wherein the first end
portion having the first polarity of the first magnet has a
different polarity than the first end portion having the second
polarity of the second magnet.

7. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein in the second
arrangement, the second surface of the second panel is adja-
cent the second surface of the first panel.

8. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein in the first
arrangement, the side surface of the first panel is adjacent the
first side surface of the second panel, the side surface of the
third panel is adjacent the second side surface of the second
panel, the first end portion of the first magnet is magnetically
coupled to the first end portion of the second magnet and a
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first end portion of the third magnet is magnetically coupled
to a first end portion of a fourth magnet at or near the side
surface of the third panel.

9. The mobile device of claim 8, wherein the first end
portion of the first magnet has a different polarity than the first
end portion of the second magnet, and the first end portion of
the third magnet has a different polarity than the first end
portion of the fourth magnet.

10. The mobile device of claim 8, wherein in the second
arrangement of the first and second panels, the first magnet at
the first panel is between the display of the first panel and a
portion of the first hinge device at the first panel, and

the second hinge device at the third panel is between the
display at the third panel and a fourth magnet at the side
surface of the third panel.

11. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the second hinge
device includes a stretch mechanism to stretch when the
mobile device is changed from the second arrangement to the
first arrangement.

12. The mobile device of claim 1, further comprising:

adata connection between the side surface of the first panel
and the first side surface of the second panel; and

a power connection between the side surface of the first
panel and the first side surface of the second panel.

13. A mobile device comprising:

a communication device to provide wireless communica-
tion;

a first panel having a first surface, a second surface and a
side surface between the first surface and the second
surface of the first panel, the first panel having a display
on the first surface of the first panel;

a second panel having a first surface, a second surface and
a first side surface between the first surface and the
second surface of the second panel, the second panel
having a display on the first surface of the second panel;

a first hinge device to couple the first panel to the second
panel, wherein the first hinge device is to allow the
mobile device to be placed in a first arrangement of the
first and second panels or in a second arrangement of the
first and second panels;

a first magnet at or near the side surface of the first panel,
the first magnet including a first end portion having a
first polarity and a second end portion having a second
polarity;

a second magnet at or near the first side surface of the
second panel, the second magnet including a first end
portion having the second polarity and a second end
portion having the first polarity,

in the first arrangement of the first and second panels, the
first end portion having the first polarity of the first
magnet is magnetically coupled to, and aligned with, the
first end portion having the second polarity of the second
magnet, and the second end portion having the second
polarity of the first magnet is magnetically coupled to,
and aligned with, the second end portion having the first
polarity of the second magnet,

a third panel having a first surface, a second surface and a
side surface between the first surface and the second
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surface of the third panel, the third panel having a dis-
play on the first surface of the third panel; and

a second hinge device to couple the second panel to the

third panel, wherein the second panel includes a second
side surface between the first surface and the second
surface of the second panel, and a third magnet is at or
near the second side surface of the second panel, and a
fourth magnet is at or near the side surface of the third
panel,

wherein the first hinge device is on the second surface of

the first panel and is on the second surface of the second
panel, wherein the second hinge device is below the
display at the second panel such that the second hinge
device at the second panel is between the display at the
second panel and the third magnet, and the second hinge
device is below the display at the third panel such that the
second hinge device at the third panel is between the
display at the third panel and the fourth magnet,
wherein in the first arrangement, the first magnet at the first
panel is between the display of the first panel and a
portion of the first hinge device at the first panel.

14. The mobile device of claim 13, wherein in the first
arrangement, the mobile device to display content on the
display of the first panel and the display of the second panel.

15. The mobile device of claim 13, wherein in the first
arrangement, the mobile device is to provide an extended
display.

16. The mobile device of claim 13, wherein the mobile
device is to operate as a phone when in the second arrange-
ment.

17. The mobile device of claim 13, wherein in the first
arrangement, the side surface of the first panel is adjacent the
first side surface of the second panel.

18. The mobile device of claim 13, wherein in the second
arrangement, the second surface of the second panel is adja-
cent the second surface of the first panel.

19. The mobile device of claim 13, wherein in the first
arrangement, the side surface of the first panel is adjacent the
first side surface of the second panel, the side surface of the
third panel is adjacent the second side surface of the second
panel, a first end portion of the third magnet is magnetically
coupled to a first end portion of a fourth magnet at or near the
side surface of the third panel.

20. The mobile device of claim 19, wherein in the second
arrangement of the first panel and the second panel, the first
magnet at the first panel is between the display of the first
panel and a portion of the first hinge device at the first panel.

21. The mobile device of claim 13, wherein the second
hinge device includes a stretch mechanism to stretch when the
mobile device is changed from the second arrangement to the
first arrangement.

22. The mobile device of claim 13, further comprising:

a data connection between the side surface of the first panel

and the first side surface of the second panel; and

a power connection between the side surface of the first

panel and the first side surface of the second panel.
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